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LINK ONE 

Kenya Industry and Entrepreneurship Project (KIEP) 

KIEP Background  

The Government of Kenya through the State Department for Industrialization in the 

Ministry of Industrialization, Trade and Enterprise Development has partnered with the 

World Bank to implement a project to strengthen the innovation ecosystem for 

increased productivity growth and innovation, especially around adopting new 

technologies and processes, increasing the use of ICT, strengthening linkages between 

academia and businesses, and strengthening management and organization. The 

Project is referred to as the Kenya Industry and Entrepreneurship Project (KIEP). The 

implementation is anchored at the State Department for Industrialization and delivered 

through private management consulting firms, startup representatives and select state 

agencies playing a specific role in the entrepreneurship ecosystem. For more details 

click here   

Situational Analysis  

Although the innovation and entrepreneurship ecosystem in Kenya has grown 

significantly since 2010, with the increase in the number of hubs, co-working spaces, 

and incubation and acceleration centers much work remains to be done if the country is 

to ultimately live up to its expectations of becoming Africa’s ‘Silicon Savannah’. 

Increasing productivity and innovation in Kenya’s private sector will enable firms to 

better survive, grow, and compete in an ever more connected world. This has been 

further emphasized and elaborated in the various economic transformation agenda for 

the country. There is thus considerable scope for investments in firm-upgrading for 

increased productivity growth and innovation. This involves adopting new technologies 

and processes, strengthening innovation and entrepreneurship ecosystem, increasing 

the use of ICT, strengthening linkages between academia and businesses and 

strengthening management and organization.  

In today’s rapidly evolving and globalized economy, innovation and startups are key 

drivers of economic growth and creators of new types of jobs. Supporting this agenda 

requires strengthening incubators, accelerators, rapid technology (tech) skills trainings 

(boot camps), small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and startups. The limited 

connections to networks of international mentors, angel investors, and venture 

capitalists (VCs) make it difficult for local startups to grow and compete internationally. 

Exposure to experienced mentors and investors, and deeper networks of global 

http://www.kiep.go.ke/
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resources, can increase the likelihood of startup survival and growth, including their 

possibility to obtain funding.  

KIE Participation in KIEP (KIE-KIEP) 

The Kenya Industrial Estates in one of the select state agencies under the Ministry of 

Industrialization, Trade and Enterprise Development implementing KIEP. The objective 

of involving KIE in KIEP is to tap in its rich and unique incubation experience, county 

outreach, and enterprise development mandate, to create synergies towards local 

solutions intended by KIEP. KIE is a public Development Financial Institution (DFI) 

established to facilitate development of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) 

ecosystem countrywide, by establishing industrial parks, providing credit, Business 

Advisory Services (BAS), subcontracting and linkages in a sustainable manner. KIE has 

had very successful experiences as a provider of incubation services to the SMEs 

throughout the country. The company has the following key competencies:  

 The company has an extensive incubation infrastructure throughout the Country  

 KIE has a stand-alone Incubation and Business Advisory Services departments 
that can effectively carry out the assignments with minimal additional 
adjustments 

 KIE has strong networks and partnerships with other institutions especially 
National and County Government Ministries, departments and agencies which 
provide support towards business development projects 

The overall objective is, therefore, to ensure an improvement of the business ecosystem 

that enables attainment of the desired outputs of increased productivity and innovation 

in participating MSMEs.  
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